Reaction Paper

First and second language learning, by Vivian Cook, Second language acquisition and Second language learning, chapter 5 The role of the first language in second language acquisition, by Stephen D Krashen and Essential linguistics What you need to know to teach reading, ESL, Spelling, Phonics and Grammar, chapter 1 First Language Acquisition and 2 Written and Second Language Acquisition, by David E. Freeman and Yvonne S. Freeman. All of the authors above deal with language issues in terms of learning, acquisition and some implications for teaching practices.
The paper First and second language learning, by Vivian Cook, is about some issues of language learning where the way in which a child learn a first language (L1)  and a foreigner a second language (L2) are the main concerns. According to Cook (2011) important differences must be taken into account at language learning in a classroom. Cook (2011) claimed that it is necessary to draw attention to some factors which are involved in the comparison of L1 and L2 such as the setting of L1 that may be different from those of L2 learning, the type of exposure to the language learning, the learner and motivation. Child’s language system seems to have his own grammatical rules, set of language functions and semantic meanings (Cook, 2011). Learning a first language or a second one is not simply learning a new syntax and vocabulary, but also how to function in the new language (Cook, 2011). Some language development depends on the prior acquisition of certain cognitive abilities. The role of the First language in second language acquisition, by Stephen D Krashen attempts to show where, in the process of second language acquisition and performance, first language influence is stronger. Some of the main ideas presented by Krashen (1981) suggest that there are high incidence of errors due to word order and the greater syntax similarities between L1 and L2 and first language influence is stronger where the input received is mainly from the teacher rather than peers. This influence is due to the low acquisition of the L2. Chapter 1, First Language Acquisition and 2, Written and Second Language Acquisition, by David E. Freeman and Yvonne S. some views such as, behaviorism which held that all learning including language learning happened as a process of stimulus and response, however it is superseded by Chomsky’s cognitive views of learning. Well’s (cited in Freeman, 2004) demonstrated that children developed language better when adults help them communicate their intended meanings, not when they try to correct what they say. According to Freeman, (2004) Learning and acquisition are viewed as different terms where learning is more related with language and its components and acquisition attempts to make written and oral language comprehensible.  

I think that the three author’s presentations are well presented in terms of what they want to point out in their research supported by different author’s insights. However, what they attempt to show or clarify is slightly different, Krashen and Freeman, for example, talk about language in terms of acquisition, where Freeman points out the difference between learning and acquisition referring to them from different insights, while Cook do it in terms of learning a first and second language. Besides, I think is important to mention that Cook and Freeman’s research have implications for teaching which are useful for teachers and students who are studying pedagogy in English. It seems to me that the reasoning made by the authors is persuasive and well organized according to what they attempt to achieve. Cook, for example, started with some factors he considers important for first and second language learning and then he chose eight statements according the implications they have for education; therefore, he started from the general to the specific, not just talking about language learning, but also about how that affects to education, specifically learning in the classroom. The link or connection made by cook to learning in the classroom, from my point of view, made the paper more significant for us as future teachers. Freeman, as same as Cook , supported very well what he wanted to present citing different authors, but also, different theories known about first and second language acquisition. However, what freeman did, it is more complete, because he did not talk just about first and second language acquisition, but also about reading and writing; besides, he pointed out different views of language development in terms of learning and acquisition. On the other hand krashen (1981) let us know the role of the first language, as a substitute and utterance initiator when the performer has to produce in the target language which is well supported by different authors and examples. Some of these researches made me changed my mind in terms of the learning and acquisition of a second language, where the way a language it is learnt is different from the way it is acquire according to different approaches. There are some things that need to be investigated, such as the development of other aspects of language, semantics, phonology, language functions, the relationship between language learning and other mental processes (Cook, 2011).              
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