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Assessment 1- Short Stories
The Dancing Princesses

This essay is about a short story called “The dancing Princesses”, which is about a king that has twelve daughters of different age that every night go out dancing to a secret place that nobody knows even their father.
The king is not a typical father to his daughters, because first of all he kept them sleeping in a long stone chamber completely close to keep their beauty for himself only as the text says “The king wished to keep their beauty to himself only, they slept at night in twelve beds in one long stone chamber whose doors were closely barred and bolted”, which is a little bit strange, because they seems to be slaves of their own father without many rights or options to say no, so it is not a typical relation between father and daughter, besides I think that the king was just doing his role as the king that he was, not the role of a father, because they seemed to be objects for him that he could give to anybody  or to change for something value for example when the text says “He should have the hand in marriage of whichever of the princesses he chose”, so it means that it really matters for him is to discover the secret place where they used to go not them as his daughters.

The old soldier is different in some ways. I think that the old soldier is different in some ways, because he was going back at home, but he wanted to do something before that, to find where the twelve young daughters of the king dance of night, but why did he want to do that?, he wanted to sit in the throne of the king as the text says “If I knew that grannie, they say I might some day sit on a throne”, so that is de main difference between him and the other men that had tried to do that, because they did it for money or other reasons, but the old soldier wanted to do it neither for money nor for one of the princesses, he wanted to do it to be sit in the throne. The other way where the old soldier is different is when the beldame told him all that he had to do and he did it without say anything as the text says “what he had asked for was not a hard or dangerous matter if only he would promise to do exactly what she told him. The old soldier found that easy enough”, it was strange, because he supposed to be a soldier with a great experience because of his age. The other way was when he asked him to promise that he would forgive the princesses all that had gone before, I think that he looked at them as daughters thinking like a father not like a man.

Conclusion
I think that the story reflect some social aspects of years ago where the women were left out of many social things and the man had the authority and the right to decide for them.
