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A Black Pierrot (Langston Hughes) 

I am a black Pierrot: 

She did not love me, 

So I crept away into the night 

and the night was black, too. 

I am a black Pierrot: 

She did not love me, 

So I wept until the red dawn 

dripped blood over the eastern hills. 

And my heart was bleeding too. 

I am a black Pierrot: 

She did not love me, 

So with my once gay colored soul 

shrunken like a balloon without air, 

I went forth in the morning

to seek a new brown love. 

Answer the questions (50 words each)

1)  What is a ‘Pierrot’?  How is ‘black Pierrot’ a contradiction?  What are the connotations in terms of identity?


A pierrot is an old character from Italy  dressed with white clothes and with the face painted of white that expresses happy and sad feelings about social problems. I think that a black pierrot is a pierrot showing just the sad side because of his bad experiences. Maybe “black pierrot” is alluding a kind of social class, a kind of race or just an emotional state.   

2)  How are the three stanzas similar?  How are they different?


The three stanzas are similar, because are written in the same order where there is a cause and a consequence or result, it begin in present simple tense and then change to past simple and in all the stanzas she didn’t love him. I think he says different things in each stanza until when he decides to look for another love.     

3)  Most of the poem is in past simple?  Why?  Why is the first phrase in each stanza in present simple?


I think that the first phrase in each stanza is in present simple, because as he says in the poem he is a black pierrot, he was a black pierrot and he still being a black pierrot, so he hasn’t changed. The most of the poem is in past simple, because is talking about things that already happened. 

4)  The poem refers to nature in two ways.  What are they?  Does nature reflect the poet or the woman?


I think the first way is referring an emotional state, because when he says “I crept away into the night” that means he fall into a terrible state of sadness and loneliness and the other way could be referring to the time that he was suffering. I think the nature reflect the poet, because talks about things that he did and felt. 

5)  How does the experience affect the poet?  What is his final action?  What is the significance of this?


The experience affected his emotional state and his decision. Well finally he decided to forget the past things and go toward looking for another love, that means that he wants to start again leaving all the problems for share his love with a person like him and he understood that he wasn’t the problem and accepted that. 


